Dear Friend,
It is the middle of 2007 and I thought about C.S. Lewis who said: “the future is something which everyone reaches at the rate of 60 minutes an hour, whatever he does, whoever he is”. 

As a disabled and brain-injured person I am sure the future is something that you think about continuously.  What will the future bring?  Will I ever be able to drive again?  Will I be able to work again?

These are all questions that I am sure you need answers to. In this issue of BIGTalk we touch on some of these questions.

Derick Poremba-Brümer once said something very true to me. He said a very big part of your rehabilitation and your re-integration back into society depends on your personality, your will and your level of perseverance.  The role of the support that you receive from friends, family and the broader South African society can also not be underestimated.
As it is important for BIG to create awareness for you, as a brain-injured person. We needed to know what the current level of awareness is. To answer this question we conducted some research into the awareness level of brain-injuries in South Africa.  The results of this research were very interesting.  Read about the results in our main article.
We also touch on some of the other questions.  What about driving and if I find work, do I disclose my disability?  What does the law say and what are my options?  The answers to these questions are not crystal clear and I hope with the information in this issue of BIGTalk that you will be able to make an informed decision.  

For interesting information, turn to the newsbytes on the back page.  This page is made up of interesting articles that appeared in the media.  In this edition disability grants are under the media spot light.
Don’t forget to let us know about issues that you would like to read about in the BIGTalk.  This newsletter is for you and the issues that affect your life as a disabled person.  I would like to hear from you.  Why not join the BIGClub and make use of the opportunity to be part of the bigger BIG community?
Now, in the middle of the year, make every second of each of those hours count. You will reach the future, 60 seconds at a time.  Mr C.S. Lewis was a wise man.
Until we meet again, 

Sarieta

